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Village shock on deaths 11 years earlier
 

Essington residents are likely to die more than a decade earlier than those in neighbouring more affluent areas, a shocking study by health bosses has found.  Villagers have among the worst levels of life expectancy in South Staffordshire.

 

Villagers can expect to reach the age of 75 – 11 years behind other South Staffordshire areas.

 

Weepimg Cross in Stafford has the best expectancy, where people can live until they are aged 86.

 

Essington has been ranked as the third worst area for life expectancy in a study carried out by South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust along with Hawks Green, in Cannock and Bourne Vale in Lichfield.

 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, who has been campaigning for a doctors surgery in the village since 2004 said not enough was being done to tackle problems.

 

He said:  “I do think Essington is the forgotten village and the PCT are not doing enough.  I believe this study make our case for a doctor’s surgery in the village even stronger.

 

“We have over 4,500 people living in the village and they need a local health centre.”

 

Councillor Clifft said Essington was traditionally a working village with a link to coal mining and an average wage of  £20,000, lower than other South Staffordshire villages.
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