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Village gets set for news on Post Office 

Residents in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall are awaiting news from the Royal Mail as to whether their Post Office is close or remain open. 

The battle to save Essington's village Post Office from closure has been going on for three-years.  In 2005, Royal Mail did close the Post Office; but it was re-instated after Essington Parish Council, local residents and M.P., Sir Patrick Cormack mounted a campaign, which saw the Post Office not only reopen, but also relocated to a new home. 

Now residents are awaiting news from the Minister for Trade, Alistair Darling, who is set announce in the next few weeks the future of 2,500 Post Offices. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "We well recognise the economic climate that our Post Offices have to operate in;  but any decisions should also be based on social and community grounds, as well  taking into account public transport and vulnerable members of the community." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "If Essington were to be targeted for closure in 2009, the Council would do its utmost to fight to over turn the decision.  Meetings are scheduled to take place in the next few weeks with Royal Mail, where we will be informed of the fate of Essington Post Office.  There are currently 15,000 Post Offices in total across the country, 2,500 of them face closure by 2009 under the governments review." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Like many communities across the country, we are eagerly awaiting the news as to whether our Post Office will remain open.  I fully understand that this period of time is very worrying for many people, particularly for many older and vulnerable members of communities." 
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