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Village dealt another body-blow by bus service to be withdrawn 

Residents living in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall are to loses their Saturday bus service. 

Villagers living in Essington are losing their Saturday bus service from February (2008). 

The Green Bus Company, which provides the service is to withdraw its buses leaving villagers living in Essington stranded. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "I have learnt that the Green Bus Company, based in Great Wyrley has given the required notice (13 weeks) of its intention to withdrawn its Saturday service in Essington.  This means from February 2008 there will be no bus service in the village, which is yet another body-blow to residents who rely on this vital service." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "For some residents young and old, this service is a vital life-line which enables them to shop, visit friends and go-about their lives.  The loss of the Saturday service will have a profound effect on the community.  This comes at a time when we await news from Royal Mail about the future of our Post Office.   Residents are currently campaigning for the reinstatement of the village doctor's surgery, which closed in 2004." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The Parish Council will be holding urgent talks with travel companies over the course of the next few weeks, in order to see if the service can be replaced.  I will also be meeting with our M.P. Sir Patrick Cormack, in the next few days to discuss the outcome of a meeting with South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust, regarding the doctor's surgery I will be raising the matter of Saturday bus services with him." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Villages like Essington are become more and more remote and cut-off.  Not only are we in danger of losing the services inside our communities such has the Post Offices, it is now becoming imposable to access services outside of our communities, for a group of people who do not have their own transport." 

It has only be several months since residents lost the bus service to Wednesfield. 

Green Bus Company telephone number should you wish to contact them is 01922 414141 
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