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Truckstop planning application refused 

Councillors in South Staffordshire refused an application which would have seen the end of the only secure truckstop in South Staffordshire. 

Members of the South Staffordshire Council, Regulatory Committee, debated a planning application from Kilmartin Roadside Ltd to close the secure B.P. Truckstop on the Cannock Road A460 between Essington and Featherstone and to replace it with a industrial unit park. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and member of the Regulatory Committee, said:  "On balance the number of problems this application would cause if it had been approved would out weigh any gains made from it closure.  The truckstop had caused a great deal of problems for residents living in Westcroft, Essington.  Prostitution and the volume of the goods vehicles, to name but two.  The closure of the site would force truck drivers to park-up in surrounding villages such as Essington, Hilton and Featherstone, bringing with them all the problems currently being seen at the BP site." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The BP site is located on Junction one of the M54 on the outskirts between Essington and Hilton.  If this site was to close drivers would be forced to park-up over night in nearby villages and in narrow country lanes.  Though there are other lorry parks on the A5 these are already over subscribed." 

Councillor Mrs Pat Griffin said:  "She was concerned about the height of the proposed buildings, which would be seen for miles around.  I worry we'll end up like Milton Keynes where they've got so many big depots.  The loss of the truckstop would deprive lorry drivers of a 'safe and secure' stop."
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