Residents pack out public meeting to hear about the reinstatement of their doctor's after four-year battle
Residents living in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall packed into a community hall last night to hear that their doctor's surgery would be reinstated after a four-year campaign led by District and Parish Councillor David Clifft.
Residents living in Essington packed into Essington Community Centre last night to hear when their surgery is to be reinstated.
Councillor Clifft, told the meeting: 'If everything goes to plan the new surgery will be up-and-running by late spring next year.  Over 1,400 people have already registered to join the new surgery.  We have already been approached by three practices who very interested in running the surgery."
Councillor Clifft added: "It had been a long four-year battle to reinstate the surgery, but we never lost the vision that the surgery would be reinstated.  Now that funding has been approved by South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust  this is not the end of our involvement.  We will be involved in the tendering process; the appointment of the successful practice and the day-to-day running of the practice through a patient forum."
Three practices have already approached Essington Parish Council with a strong interest in running the new surgery, they also attended the public meeting and answered questions raised by members of the public.
Doctor Kevin Barry, of Barry, Hickman and Libberton said after the meeting:  "We would welcome the opportunity to tender and hopefully   provide medical services to Essington.  We have a long and historic association with Essington and would like to be able to provide high quality medical practice for the local population.  We would like to evolve the practice in Essington to run as a main surgery as the practice list in Essington increases to run in partnership with our current practice.  We would like to see family medical services and continuity of care that can only be offered by a traditional medical practice.  We hope that we will be given the opportunity to provide medical care and that the authority do not choose to support a business model run by doctors on short term contracts or agencies reliant on locums as we feel the population of Essington are long overdue a quality and stable medical provision."
Sir Patrick Cormack M.P. who was part of the campaign to get the surgery reinstated congratulated Councillor Clifft; the Parish Council and the wider community on their achievement.
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