Practices rush to take over new surgery
 

A new doctor's surgery in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall which is set to open in the spring (2009) after a four-campaign by Councillors, residents and their MP., Sir Patrick Cormack, has been inundated with offers from practices to run the new surgery.
 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust and Essington Parish Council, placed an advertisement asking for practices to express an interest in running the new surgery.  We have been overwhelmed by the level of interest the advertisement has generated from both the public and private sector.  Tender documents will be sent out to each of the practices in the New Year and the closing date will be in March, when we will short list and the appointment will be made."
 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The PCT will be submitting a planning application within the next few-weeks for the refurbishment of a building to house the new surgery at Essington Community Centre.  The cost of the refurbishment will be around £150,000 and work will start in the New Year subject to planning permission."
 

The Parish Council is to write to each household (2500) in Essington over the next few days informing residents on the progress of the new surgery and how to join the patient list.
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