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Post Office SAVED from closure after four-year battle 

Councillors and residents living in village near Wolverhampton / Walsall were celebrating today after the government announced their Post Office, which they have campaigned to save from closure for the last four-years would remain open despite the government closure plan. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, who led the four-year campaign said:  "He was over joyied for the residents of Essington!" 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The campaign has taken up four-years of my life and I am glad to say that we can finally draw a line under it in the knowledge that all our many years of negotiations and campaigning has final paid off.  I am so pleased for the residents of Essington, who have supported the Parish Council and our M.P, Sir Patrick Cormack in our campaign 'Use it or Lose it." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "A six-week consultation with the wider community will now take place from the 1st of April to judge their reactions to the rest of the announcements in the West Midland and South Staffordshire." 

Essington Post Office which was forced to close in 2005 and was relocated to another site in the village and reopened after a campaign mounted by Essington Parish council and residents is to remain open it was announced today by Royal Mail. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and leader of the 'Use It or Lose It' campaign to keep the Post Office open." 

Councillor Clifft:  "This is fanatic news for the community.  We have been fighting a five-year battle to keep Essington Post Office open.  In 2005 the Post Office was forced to close, but after mounting a campaign to get the Post Office re-opened in a new location it was reinstated.  All our time and energy invested in negotiations over the last five-years has finally paid off." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "I now call upon the government to well and truly leave our Post Office alone and to cause no more up-set for communities who rely so heavily on these vital services." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "This comes in the month that the bus service in Essington.was also saved." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The remaining battle to win in the village is the reinstatement of the doctor's surgery.  A campaign was mounted four-years ago after the local village surgery closed.  We will be submitting a formal bid to South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust this week for funding the reinstatement of the surgery."  

District and Parish Councillor David J.Clifft Chairman of Essington Parish Council [source Express and Star March 2008 ]  

