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Planning committee refuse meteorological mast 
South Staffordshire District Council, planning committee voted last night to refuse a planning application for a temporary meteorological measurement mast, which could have lead the way for 119 metres high, wind turbine being built on a site in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and member of South Staffordshire District Council Regulatory Committee, (Planning Committee) said:  "This planning application had been very controversial with residents living in Essington.  Ibstock had totally disregarded the views of local residents and the impact a 119 metre wind turbine would have on the community.  The company was invited to attend a public meeting to address residents but failed to attend.  I have even asked directors to hold a consultation process with the community; which they were going consider, but as yet no decision has been reached.  We have done everything we could to negotiate a positive way forward with the company, but it as been a one-way street with the company refusing to listen or even put their case before the residents of Essington." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Residents living in Essington will feel relieved.  I have argued the case against this application on behalf of my constituents and the planning committee have voted with me to refuse this application.  I now plan to meet with the Ibstock Liaison Committee Chairman, Councillor Mrs Mavis North and senior directors of the company to discuss how we can off-set the companies carbon footprint in a much more positive manner." 

District and Parish Councillor David J.Clifft Chairman of Essington Parish Council [source Express and Star November 2007 ] 

