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Planning application for meteorological mast in village could lead to a wind turbine higher than Pye Green BT Tower! 
A planning application as been submitted in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall to erect a temporary meteorological measurement mast. 

The mast if approved would be erected at IBSTOCK's Redhurst Quarry in Warstone Road, Essington for 18 months. 

The proposal for the temporary erection of a meteorological mast situated on grassland between the M54 and an active area of Redhurst Quarry.   The intended site  is in a substantial area of woodland and there are no buildings in the immediate proximity of the proposed location.  

The mast if granted planning approval would be 40 metres high with guy ropes spanning 17.5 metres.  It is a standard modular kit assembly which can be erected on the site in a number of hours. 

The mast would transmit the collected data required via GSM modem and as a result requires less visits to the site to collect data. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "The Essington IBSTOCK liaison committee (made-up of local Councillors, residents and officials of IBSTOCK) will be meeting with IBSTOCK Brick Limited to discuss the application in more detail.  I share some concerns with local residents such as noise, visual impact, and microwave impact on wild life." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The temporary mast will be sited for 18-months to measure the wind conditions on the site and a application to erect a permanent wind turbine on the site maybe submitted after the results are analysed.  The liaison committee has met this week to discuss the application.  We were told by IBSTOCK, if data supported  the erection of a wind turbine on the site a planning application would be submitted.  The wind turbine could vary in height, but could be as high as 119 metres making it taller than Pye Green Tower which is 78 metres in height."  

District and Parish Councillor David J.Clifft Chairman of Essington Parish Council [source Express and Star August 2007 ] amended after IBSTOCK statment, see above. 
