Planning application approved 
A planning application submitted by South Staffordshire Housing Association for a 66-bed apartment residential extra care facility, and 35 dwellings was approved last night (Tuesday 16th February) by South Staffordshire Council. 

Essington Parish Council had also approved the application back in January subject to conditions. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and a member of South Staffordshire Councils planning committee, said after the meeting:  "The 35 dwellings, which will be owned and managed by South Staffordshire Housing Association, will remain as affordable housing in perpetuity.  Some of the properties will be for full rent or part buy and rent, with the part buy starting at 25% and going-up to 85% of the property." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The affordable properties will give the residents of Essington who are looking for a family home the opportunity to stay in the village close to their extended families and to have a stake in the property if they so wish.  Had this been a private development it would have been priced out of the reach of many young families." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "I am however concerned about the later addition of solar panels to the application.  I have asked to be kept up-dated regarding the design and visual impact on the surrounding area." 
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