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PCT give announcement regarding doctor's surgery  

The Board of South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust met today (Wednesday 24th) to discuss the reinstatement of Essington's doctor surgery.
A business plan was submitted by Essington Parish Council to the PCT back in March this year after being without a doctor's surgery in the village for four-years.
The Board approved the reinstatement of the surgery and £150,000 of funding to refurbish the new surgery at Essington Community Centre.
District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, who had lead the four-year campaign to reinstate the surgery said:  "This is fanatic news for the residents of Essington.  It as been a very long campaign.  This decision by the Board will make such a huge different to the quality of life to residents living in Essington.  The next stage is to go out to tender for a practice to run the surgery, I have already been approached by two local practices in the area.  Fifty-five practices will be given the opportunity to tender for the contact."

Councillor Clifft, added:  "We are now taking details of anyone who would like to express an interest in joining the patient list for the new surgery.  1,200 residents have already expressed an interest to join the new practice." 

.
The Parish Council will be holding an 'open evening / public meeting' on Monday 27th October, at Essington Community Centre, at 7.00pm.  The meeting will give residents the opportunity to see the building and rooms which will house the new surgery, (including the plans) before the £150,000 refurbishment work starts.  Later, that evening a public meeting will address any questions or concerns people may have.

The time table for the project is;

· The tender will be awarded in February/March 2009

· Refurbishment to the building at Essington Community Centre completed by the end of March 2009

· Essington's doctor's surgery open's April - May 2009

District and Parish Councillor David J.Clifft Chairman of Essington Parish Council [source Express and Star September 2008 ]  
