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Housing Association plan to move forward with controversial development 

Residents living in a community near Wolverhampton / Walsall were outraged today after being informed South Staffordshire Housing Association propose to move forward with a controversial development. 

South Staffordshire Housing Association will submit a formal planning application despite snubbing residents in Essington, by refusing to attend two-exhibitions to unveil their £7m development. 

The Housing Association Board met last week (Thursday 28th) behind closed doors to discuss the re-development.  A consultation process has taken place between 14th January - 26th February with residents of Park House and Senior Close whose home would be bulldozed under the proposal. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "The Board had met behind closed doors to make a decision based on a consultation process with 26 residents living in Park House and Senior Close.  This development if given the green light will affect many hundreds of residents neighbouring and living close to the site." 

Councillor Clifft added:  "I met with housing bosses back in early January to discuss re-development and I was given assurances that the wider community of Essington would be part of the consultation process with the finding of that process reported back to the Board so they could make an informed decision.  Because the whole process as been carried out behind closed doors and in a veil of secrecy by the Housing Association, no one as been able to scrutinize the findings of the consultation." 

Councillor Clifft added:  "My office door remains open, and would again like to take the opportunity to invite bosses at the Housing Association and Chairman of the Board to come around the table to talk about meaningful consultation regarding the planned re-development." 

Formal plans could be submitted as early as April by the Hosing Association and Lockett Property Holdings and residents have vowed to fight any plans for the site, particularly after being snub by both parties. 
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