[image: image1.jpg]



Essington Parish Council mounts bid to save truck stop and jobs 

B P Truck stop Wolverhampton Hilton Main Industrial Estate Cannock Road Junction 1 M54 is to close this month. 

Kilmartin Roadside Ltd, have announced today that they will close the Truck stop later this month. 

The truck stop known as the 'Night Owl Truck Stop' provides refuelling operations, eating facilities and secure over night parking for lorry drivers. 

A planning application to close down the truck stop and erect 4 industrial building of varying sizes with a total floor area of 244,500sqft was refused last month by South Staffordshire Council. 

Loss of the existing truck stop 
Staffordshire Police are concerned by the lack of secure parking for vehicles, the potential increase in crime and the increase in drivers sleeping in their cabs in lay-bys, if the truck stop were to close. 

Bid to save truck stop from closure and secure jobs 
District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and elected member of South Staffordshire Council, said:  "The closure of the truck stop will have a major impact on surrounding villages (Essington, Featherstone and Hilton).  Drivers will have no alternative than to park overnight in local lay-bys and narrow country lanes, causing problems for residents and of course the issue of security." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "I have been contacted by a local businessman who is very interested in operating the truck stop.  I will be meeting with him early next week in order to put a bid forward to save the truck stop and secure jobs.  I will be seeking an urgent meeting with the workforce (who are facing a bleak Christmas and uncertain New Year) in order to keep them fully up-dated regarding the situation, It is vital to the area the truck stop remains open." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "We will also be seeking meetings with The Freight Transport Association and the drivers Union 'Unite' and informing Sir Patrick Cormack M.P., about developments". 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "West Midlands Police estimate that the average loss from crime per truck is over £30,000.  They point out the shortage of secure truck sites in the area." 

A meeting will also take place with Kilmartin Roadside Ltd later this week.  
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