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Deep mining for clay in village 
Residents living in a village near Wolverhampton / Walsall who faced a waste recycling plant being built on land in Essington four-years ago, could now have deep clay extraction development on the same site. 

A former brick yard site in Hobnock Road, Essington is set to be re-opened for deep clay extraction. 

In November 2003 residents were told that the site would have an integrated waste recovery and recycling centre in two buildings.  The waste would be imported and exported from commercial but not domestic sources. 

Essington Parish Council and residents launch a campaign which was also supported by Sir Patrick Cormack M.P., to oppose the application, which was later withdrawn. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "It's been very difficult to find out what is happening on the site in Hobnock Road.  Both Alliance, (Environment & Planning Ltd) and Black Country Reclamation Ltd, were not passing on any information regarding their plans for the former brick-yard site, despite the major earth moving actives currently happening there at the moment.  Many residents have contacted myself and other councillors wanting to know what is happening on the site." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The Parish Council had now leant that deep clay extraction is to take place on the site.  Apparently there is a seam of clay 50-feet below the surface, which has not been sourced for use before.  I am told that this huge seam makes it very valuable.  Black Country Reclamation Ltd do have planning permission to extract minerals from the site which dates back sometime" 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The Parish Council have also leant that the application for the integrated waste recovery and recycling centre could still also be under consideration if the clay extraction ran into difficulties." Councillor Clifft, added:  "The Parish Council will discussing the matter in detail over the course of the next few days." 

Essington Parish Council will discuss the matter at their next full council meeting on Monday 9th July at Essington Community Centre, Council Chamber, Hobnock Road. 

Members of the public will also be given the opportunity to raise the matter with Councillors at the start of the meeting.  
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