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Councillor Clifft's concerned response to South Staffordshire Housing Assoc. re-development re: Park House and Senior Close Essington press release 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council, said:  "The proposed development of the site is not just about the re-development of Park House and Senior Close.  The Housing Association would be working closely with a private developer who would be building in excess of 30 - two and three bedroom homes also on the site.  The current drawing do not meet with planning policy.  We have already had two large scale private housing developments in Essington in the last year, many of which remain unsold."  

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Through out the week I will be meeting firstly with the residents of Park House and Senior Close and their families to listen to their concerns and views regarding the proposed re-development of the site.  I have already met with South Staffordshire Housing Association to discuss their proposal in detail." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "We have agreed a consultation period for residents to take place between the 14th January 2008 and 26th February 2008.  Once this as concluded the Housing Association's Broad of Management will meet to consider the findings of the consultation and whether to continue with the proposal." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "I am very concerned for the welfare of the residents and their families of Park house and Senior Close, who will have to be re-housed within South Staffordshire.  It may mean breaking-up long term friendships which have formed over many years. I have secured an undertaking from the Housing Association that the welfare and the needs of the residents will be paramount through out the process;  but the Housing Association inform me that not all the residents will be re-housed in Essington because of the lack of accommodation in the village" 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Essington Parish Council, along with the Housing Association will be meeting with the larger community to seek their concerns and views regarding the proposal." 
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