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Councillor and M.P., Meet with Primary Care Trust to discuss the future of village doctors surgery 
A leading Councillor in Essington said today that he was very pleased with  the outcome of a meeting with South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust, and positive that negotiations with the local Primary Care Trust would result in a doctors surgery in Essington being re-established. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and Sir Patrick Cormack M.P., have meet with South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust to discuss the re-establishing a doctor surgery in Essington. 

South Staffordshire PCT Chief Executive, Stuart Poyner and Mr Alex Fox MBE, Chairman of the PCT attended the meeting on behalf of the PCT. 

More than two-years on, residents living in Essington are still without a doctors surgery despite promises from the Primary Care Trust that they would look into re-establishing the doctors surgery in Essington. 

The  surgery in Essington was closed in April 2005 leaving 1,000 patients without a doctor's surgery in Essington. 

At a meeting which both Councillor Clifft and M.P., Sir Patrick Cormack attended with the Primary Care Trust back in October 2006 assurances were given that a full review would be undertaken by the Trust and a set of recommends would be put before the Board. 

Councillor Clifft, said:  "Both Sir Patrick and Essington Parish Council have learnt that the review, which we were  assured would take place, in fact never happened!  The Parish council have no doubts that the finding of a review would indicate there is a strong case for the reinstatement of a doctor's surgery in Essington" 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "Firstly we were asked to find a doctor to take over the practice and we secured the services of doctor Robert Powell.  Secondly we had to secure a new patient list of a least 700 residents and that now stands over 1,200 and finally we had to identify a building to accommodate a surgery which we have managed to do." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "The meeting with the Primary Care Trust was very positive.  I have agreed to meet with the Trust again in the next few days to discuss how we can move the reinstatement of the doctors forward.  I still remain very positive that residents living in Essington will see their doctors surgery reopened." 

District and Parish Councillor David J.Clifft Chairman of Essington Parish Council [source Express and Star September 2007 ] 

