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Controversial planning application before committee 

A controversial planning application to erect a 40 metre high temporary meteorological measurement mast, comes before members of South Staffordshire Councils planning committee on Tuesday 6th November. 

Officers at the Council are recommending members approve the application, which may lead the way for a 119 metres high wind turbine on the site. 

Ibstock, the company behind the plans to build a 119 metres high wind turbine in Essington are to forge ahead with their plans despite pleas from Councillors and residents to withdraw the application. 

District and Parish Councillor David Clifft, Chairman of Essington Parish Council and a member of South Staffordshire Councils, planning committee said:  "Residents living in Essington are very worried by this application. I have been in un-indated by phone calls and letters from residents who are deeply concerned and very angry by Ibstocks disregarded for the local community." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "At a meeting with Ibstock on the 11th October I asked for a full consultation process to take place and the application to be withdrawn. Ibstock said they would consider my request,  but with the application before the planning committee on 6th November I fear time is running out and again residents have been totally disregarded." 

Councillor Clifft, added:  "If plans are approved, Essington could be left to face a 119 metres high wind turbine being built.  To give this some scale the BT Tower on Cannock Chase stands 78 metres high and can be viewed from many miles away."  

Members of Essington Parish Council are urging residents to lobby District Councillors by attending the planning committee meeting on Tuesday 6th November 6.30pm at the Council Offices in Codsall. 
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