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£7m Investment Plans for Luxury Development

South Staffordshire Housing Association is consulting Essington residents on plans for a £7m investment in homes for older people.

The proposal to build a new community development of high-quality one and two bedroom flats for older people at Park House would result in vastly improved facilities, plus more communal resources such as an internet suite, residents’ club room, gym and communal dining area. 

The existing sheltered scheme at Park House, made up of mainly bedsits, is owned by the housing association.  Residents are being asked for their views on the plans, which would include landscaped gardens, additional parking and arrangements for extra support, care and health services. There would also be arrangements for visiting services, like hairdressers, podiatrists and dentists.

Consultation has been undertaken on a one to one basis with local residents. Park House resident Alan Clark, 68, said: “It’s the only way forward to provide up-to-date accommodation”.

Park House was built in the 1970s when bedsit housing was commonplace. Today, both men and women are living longer and more couples, as well as single people, want affordable housing which caters for their needs. By 2012 it is predicted that one in five people in South Staffordshire will be over 60 years old.

Sue Rowley, Managing Director with South Staffordshire Housing Association explains: “We want to provide the best possible homes for our residents, and this is an opportunity to do that.  The land adjacent to Park House is available for development.  By working in partnership we can offer a higher standard of living to existing and future residents. 

“If the plan goes ahead, residents will be offered alternative housing while the new development is built. We know that moving home is disruptive and stressful and will aim to rehouse people nearer to their family, friends or facilities they enjoy.  We will also give as much support as we can, including access to dedicated staff, help with packing, expenses and getting settled. 

“When the new development is ready Park House residents can be first into the new flats or, if they prefer, they could choose to stay where they are.”

Councillor Patricia Griffin, of Essington Parish Council, said: “Essington needs good quality affordable facilities for older people.  If this scheme is able to provide them then I am supportive of it.  I will be working with and on behalf of residents to ensure that they get the best possible support.” 

If the project goes ahead, it is expected that the work would take about 18 months to complete. No final decisions will be made until a full consultation, with residents and their families, has taken place.
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